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PREFACE

Improving the citizens’ quality of life relies on sensible policymaking, and understanding the statistical dimensions of
the city’s issues is an important step in doing so. In order to foster transparency and accountability in its decision-making
process Seoul Metropolitan Government has adopted the policy to release administrative information not only to experts
but also to the general public. As the core think tank for Seoul Metropolitan Government, the Seoul Institute has expanded
existing information dissemination system to broaden our audience. We want to reach out beyond experts to the citizens by
making information more approachable and accessible. It is for this purposes hat we have published the Seoul Statistical

Series.

Seoul Statistical Series aims to derive long-term trends and policy issues by providing key statistical indicators such
as population, economy, industry, transportation, housing and household. As such, the series was designed not only for
policymakers and experts who are directly involved in the decision-making process in the public sector, but also for citizens
who wish to be informed about Seoul’s agendas of the past and present. The series goes beyond mere figures to interpretations
of trends. It reflects perspectives lying inside rather than surface level problems and phenomenon thereof. Furthermore, in

order to increase accessibility to citizens it lays out its analysis through prose and in a variety of visualizations.

We hope that Seoul Statistical Series provide a statistical basis for policy alternatives and generate fruitful discussions
on Seoul’s policies. We invite citizens to observe the changes in their lives and in Seoul and to join us in making our town even

better. In the future, we plan to bring you further additions of Seoul Thematic series on a wider range of topics.

Thank you.

Vim Gl

President of the Seoul Institute



16
16
17
17

18
20
20
20
21
22
24
24
25
26
27
27
28

. Population Change and Growth Rate

1.1. Population Growth and Population Growth Rate

. Population Projections: 2010~2040

2.1. Estimated Populations of Seoul and the Seoul Metropolitan Area

. Population Pyramid

. Gender Structure

2.1. Changes in the Gender Structure
2.2. Changes in the Sex Ratio at Birth

. Age Structure
. Educational Level

. Productive and Dependent Population

5.1. Productive and Dependent Population, 1980-2010
5.2. Productive and Dependent Population Projections, 2010-2040
5.3. Dependency Ratio, 1980-2040

. Changes in the Married Population

6.1. Changes in the Married Population

6.2. Changes in the Unmarried Population of Reproductive Age between 20 and 49



28
28

30
30
30
31
31
32
33
33
34
35
36
36
38
38
38

. Foreigner

7.1. Changes in the Foreigner Population

. Changes in the Household Structure

1.1. Changes in the Number of Households

1.2. Changes in the Household Type

. Household Income

2.1. Average Household Income
2.2. Middle-Class Income

. Single-member Households

3.1. Single-member Households in Seoul and the Seoul Metropolitan Area
3.2. Age Characteristic of Single-member Households

3.3. The Economic Activities of Single-Member Households in Seoul

. Elderly Households

4.1. Changes in the Elderly Households

. Multi-cultural Households

5.1. Distribution of Multi-cultural Households

5.2. Characteristics of Multi-cultural Households



40
40
40
41
42
43
43
43
44
45
45
46
47
48
48
49
50
51
51
52

1. The Economy Based on Indices

1.1. Gross Regional Domestic Product (GRDP)

1.2. Final Consumption Expenditure

1.3. Net Shipping-out of Goods and Services

1.4. Added Value by Industry

2. The 5 Main Characteristics of the Economy

2.1. Low Growth
2.1.1. Continued Trend of Low Growth
2.1.2. GRDP

2.2. Low Investment
2.2.1. Stagnant Investment Incl. R&D Expenditures, etc.
2.2.2. R&D Expenditure
2.2.3. Number of Patent Applications

2.3. Low Prices
2.3.1. Price Stabilization Resulting from Economic Slowdown
2.3.2. Consumer Price Index (CPI)
2.3.3. CPI for Living Expenses

2.4. High Unemployment Rate
2.4.1. Intensification of the Unemployment Problem
2.4.2. Economic Activity Rate



53 2.4.3. Employment Rate and Unemployment Rate

54 2.5. High Debt

54 2.5.1. Increased Household Debts Due to Housing Loans
55 2.5.2. Household Loans

56 2.5.3. Housing Loans and Deposit Bank Loans

57 II. Industries in Seoul

57 1. The Industrial Structure

57 1.1. Number of Businesses and Workers

57 1.1.1. Number and Size of Businesses

58 1.1.2. Number of Workers

59 1.2. Manufacturing Industry

61 1.3. Service Industry

64 1.4. Knowledge-based Industry

66 2. Characteristics of the 6 Key Strategic Industries

Section 03. Transportation

68 I. Person Trips

68 1. Purposes of the Trip
68 1.1. Trips made in Seoul
72 1.2. Trips made in the Seoul Metropolitan Area



76 2.

76
78

Mode of Transportation
2.1. Trips made in Seoul

2.2. Trips made in the Seoul Metropolitan Area

80 II. Public Transportation

80 1.

80
81
82
83

84 2.

84
85
85
86
86

87 III.

87 1.

87
88

90 2.

90

Subway

1.1. Overview

1.2. Passengers

1.3. Congestion Level
1.4. Fare System

Bus

2.1. Number of Routes and Vehicles
2.2. Passengers

2.3. Busway Alignment
2.4. Low-floor Buses
2.5. CNG Buses

Sustainable Transportation

Walking

1.1. Length and Area of Sidewalks
1.2. Road Crossing Facilities
Bicycling

2.1. Bicycle Paths and Facilities



91

93
93
93
95
97
97
98

99

99

100
101
101
102
103
103
104
105

2.2. Bicycle Path to Road Ratio

. Passenger Car

1.1. Number of Vehicles
1.2. Trips and Mode Share

1.3. Transportation Demand Management

. Taxi

2.1. Number of Taxis

2.2. Fare System

. Roads

1.1. Overview
1.2. Length and Area

. Energy and Environment

2.1. Energy Consumption
2.2. GHG Emissions

. Road Traffic Safety

3.1. Traffic Accidents
3.2. Pedestrian Accidents

3.3. Traffic Accidents by Age Group



12

CONTENT

Section 04. Housing

108 1I. Housing in Seoul

108
108
109
110
111
112
112
114
115
115
116
117

1. Housing Stock

1.1. Stock by Housing Type
1.2. Housing Supply Rate
1.3. Building Age

1.4. Public Rental Housing

. Housing Supply

2.1. Supply by Housing Type
2.2. Supply by Housing Size

. Housing Price Trends

3.1. Housing Sales Prices
3.2. Jeonse Prices

3.3. Ratio of Jeonse Prices to Housing Sales Prices

118 II. Residential Conditions of Seoul Citizens

118
118
119
121
124

1. General Conditions

1.1. Occupancy Type
1.2. Housing Size
1.3. Residence Tenure

1.4. Housing Costs



